I have here reproduced the original page 200 of the book “Vanniyin Kathai”
(Story of the Vanni) by Mr. Mullaimani V. Subramaniam which lends support at
least to the contention that Vidyananda College was originally named Thaniyootu
English Junior School.
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The Early Days.

The First Principal of this College was Mr. Guanapragasam who originally hailed
from Batticoloa in the East.

The First Vice-Principal was Mr. K Thiyagarélj ah (Inter-Science Lon.) who was a
son of the soil and his family originally hails {from Kanukkeni in Vanni. Because
of these Illustrious men Vidyananda had the| privilege of educating its Students
through the English Medium at least up to|the GCE ‘O’ Level and with Mr.
Thiyagarajah’s contribution, Science Subjects (such as Chemistry, Physics and
Biology) were taught in English.



