Gen: Vo Nguyen Giap explains a battle map to his aides”raur_ing th

By unx’ | C_LOS "

EN VO NGUYEN GIAP, the
'-North Vietnamese eommander,
< qoes. ‘not have what- one might
call “g real soldlers mug.” His round
faee beneath a domed forenead like

ms corpulent stature suggests a con- -

rather than a war lord. He seems un- -

" comfortable in his’ beige: umform with -
gﬁttermg epaulettes and: flat peaked

cap,’ copled from . the _Soviet Army.
Moreover tlns outfit is. ‘quite a_recent-
_“creation.” Ulltll 1958 North Vietnamese
- Officers: ;and - men " all' wore: the ‘same

snnple dress of: thm green cotton with- .
out hadges of rank To explam the

S -;_.-pOintmg “out’ that in: the *
o "'_j' . camp,”’ t_he object of gold braid
' . whi]e m North

Figaro. Pans. He ooverecl lndochma for seven
' 'j.:_yeau,,_ an& i now' agam m South V'dnam.

e Strate

f_Giap has‘:hadartie‘ies ‘published in the'

;the armyasanin---

MAX CI.OS i o‘rovmg. ‘eonespondent for Le

Vzetnam badges of rank “stiffen the-

dlctatorslnp of the pmletatmt.”

Grap holds an. extremely mportant

pos:tion in-that dldl:a'l:orslnp ‘Besides'

' being Commander in Chief of the. army,

“he is V‘iee Presxdent of the Government

Minister- of Nationall Defense and a;
member of the Central Committee of
W’orkers——-l L., of .the Commumst party.- -'

Some observers beheve he is des!:med
t:o suceeedHoCh.t.Minhonthela‘tter’s
death It 1s not impossxble that Giap

the south are oont:'olled: from"' H!anox
1 The offic'ial VietrrnnhWersxon xs that

"-;"'derin*g""é'-ther"é*samia’?lbi-oblemsf_f.___ ____ ey f

North ?ietnm s Comander in Chief breaks all the mles o! conventiona! warfare.
nnd !or 20 years ‘he has been eon!oundlng eonvenhonul!y trained opponents.

tion - againSt “the Amenean nnpenal—
ists and their valets” is directed by a
“Liberation Front” eomposed solely of
Som:herners Obviously, -the - truth is’
quite different That - lS“Why onecan-
put: the “total -forces . ‘under- General
Gmpseommandat 400000 men :

'Giap -does not belong to the mter-
natlonal easte of profesmonal soldiers.
_He has. adopted ‘War as a’ career ‘but he

“femains - essentially ‘a ‘civilian.” This is

perhaps the secret of: ‘his extraor) in;

‘success.. All‘the generals of the West-

emﬂworld resemble one: another, what-
" ever:the- mde employing them fo dmt

of repeatmg the ‘same; theorxes time. af- g
ter time in' the staff colleges and pon-

""" S

By ot LT

g -,

by acquinng the same mannerisms and,
y, the: same. way -of -thinking.
Tlns 1s very pr_obably why _genera]s fmd

"_‘31":

,_I""r- .

rulea =
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;‘warfare which lS today studxed?'

been wa.gmg wars’ not aecordmg to the -

rules,andforZOyearshehasbeen

“winning them. Each time,-his unfortu-
-nate foes: declare that they have been
: “surpnsed” ‘and - then devote" conmder--
_able time to mqﬂam:mg that }ogically
they shonlti not have: been beaten. Such
“for: example is .the case- of ‘the: Freneh

’Commander i in Ch:lﬁ in. Indoehma Gen.
Henn Navarre, ~he:is - still- _eon_wneed

: that- victory ‘at- Dxenbienphn*éin 1954

should not have—

in-China in- 1941' ae is-self-tavight and

P R e LD

has pat:ently forged the instruament of l L_-';

- —.; ';v_x_‘x

ed to the poht:leal and geograpme con-: '
dltn ons peeuhar to;_Ind*oehma_ﬁ_ Yina, H

"'Jl-r."v

for a short tnne
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“(Gammued' from ;ag“_ "U France"’ It 1s known that
= P during the penod of’ eonfusmn
intended for the troops. TheY,,-_ i =

ke bermg ding, as doés ‘following tiie Japanese surren-.

. . rder, Giap, then Minister of: the
all Marxlst inspired hteratnre, - Interior; pe i saw toiit
~ut’ they are deceptwely sunple O ¢

S that F'rench cml:ans were not
.and: -they* prnduce results.-The - t ed
“Vietnamese peasants:who:pro= - ‘massacreq by ‘an’ oyerexcited |
-“vide  the rank’.and: flle and. ‘_mob - o
- the. ofﬁeers ‘who - lead’’ them,?;- = But- thJS ‘sentlmentahst is

understand -the theones ot; alg; a man ammated hy an m- <
. their: chief: without . difficulty: - };i*ﬂemble will, who has no_ hesi-. .1;
They absorb them and Jearn’ - -fation in. resortmg to: the most“
_-how to apply them in thgﬁem_f; eruel methnds Ta 1944. when;_;;:__
and then wm vrctones. Glap ‘Ted: the. first~ V'etmmh—;;_zg_;‘-
Dok rebelhon in- the mountamous;e
s _N the other s:de, general- regmx; ef&m&zhng Ahe: zoﬁ
..Staff - officers:: have . studied ~Bese harshiness-
hav tned-t his: wlnch hetreated wea.lthy peas-
 Giap-have- Q’apply' & ants amL IocaL nofables sns-

- “-—p_' - .

doctnne “to meet their: 'own .....
needs, and ha.ve eome to gnef - notonous.

Iamed" To those who draw attm-?“*
exp o "' e tlon to: thie' suffering the con-'.
Gxaps answer 13:- 'Because - " fliet:has: ca.used “his® people,}_‘-__-f-
.2 people’s. _army: is. always :--~G}3p- : ““Hundreds and- -

-capable of overcoming "AR  tnaycand of ‘men  die every
!_i_i-_-.aggressor‘s force_s__ . whatever . mmute on the. earth Even if
j}‘fthe% may . be” - v -they. are: Vletnamese the__e_f':_;

. - The " little' general “has - anﬁ “deaths: of “a- ~hundred; 2
“‘almost™ mystical belief in the  ° thousand, or tens of thousands .
< infallibility - of - “his* .method. " of men amount to very httle "
-‘_-_Dunng a recent mtemew on R T
FrenchTV about’ the situation. -

““in South Vietnam, he ‘de- - v NGUYEN GIA-P was
.clared:. - “Thmgs are _going " born:in 1912 in the provmce of _-
; badly wlth the enemy, because Vuangbmh m the pa.rt of Vlet"_

- the [South] Vietnamese sol- ~ Dham that was then called An-
.diers do not want to-fight for ~ 7am. His father was a modest -

~ the Americans. But we are in’ _’scholar who- at:the same time .
- no hUITY The longer we. wait, - -cultivated ‘his-rice” fields in
the greater will be the Amen-; order to mamta.m hls famﬂy
_.'cans defeat.”- - - Young Giap enrolled ‘at the
| Dm'mg France S war agamsth French college in ‘Hue where

' the Vietminh, from 1946 to he attracted attention both by
1954, ‘the Communist propa- his quick mtelhgence and by

- ganda services often employed his nationalist ideas — that is,

~ this kind of language. French- - his hostility to French colonial

- officials- and" officers  laughed ‘rule. The Security Police began

~at’ them.. Occaszlonally, they to keep an -‘eye on: ‘this hot-
"__adrmtted partlal reverses,. They  headed boy in whom ‘they SaW
granted Giap a measure of = afuture agitator. =

 military talent, which at times  In 1930, disturbances broke
made things difficult for cer- ~  out in the Hué district. Giap,
~tain units of the French Ex- at 18, was arrested.

peditionary Force, but it was
- unthinkable that the Vietminh
could inflict a defeat on the
" French army. Then came Dien-’
bienphu.

 ‘When he emerged from jail,
he immediately enrolled in the
- Communist party. His decision
was based upon realism more
than ideology. At that time
E - there existed in Vietnam an
AVEN though Westerners infinite number of secret soci-
have a good knowledge of Gen- eties and clandestine parties, -
eral Giap’s politico-military all with the aim of winning
- doctrine, relatively little is Vietnam's independence. . But
known about the man himself, they were completely ineffec-

‘Communist leaders are not tive, their meetings spent  in
given to confidences—especial- endless talk and the passage
ly the Vietnamese, who have of resolutions never carried
an excessive taste for secrecy. ouf. The Communists were

Everything in Hanoi is secret, well-organized, ecfficient and
and all questioning is suspect. disciplined.  Giap, the senti-

Besides, the Vietnamese are ‘mental dreamer, was also a
both crafty and distrustful and youth who wanted resuits. He

excellent actors. The result is felt-that the Communist party
‘that it is very difficult to tell alone was capable of passing
when the person you are talk- from words to deeds. That was

ing to is sincere. - - why he chose it. Much later,
* During the 1945-46 period  When the conflict with France -
of negotiations which preceded broke out, great numbers of
the - final rupture between non-Communist ~ Vietnamese
France and Ho Chi Minh, a nationalists were to rally to
number of Frenchmen had deal- the Vietminh for the same rea-
ings with Giap. Some describe son. N |

 _him as “sentimental and a fa-
" natie, wholeheartedly devoted
to his country.” In 1946, for ex-

‘Giap left Hue for-Ha.noi'_. con- -
tinuing his law studies, teach-

ample, when General Leclerc ing history in a private school
 arrived at Hanoi, Giap shook —and continuing to work -ac-

him fervently by the hand, ex- tively within the party. In

claiming: “The first resistance 1938 he received his doctorate ;
fighter of Vietnam salutes the of law. By then, he ha.d_mamed.
first resistance fighter of { Continued on Following Page)
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{ Continued yrom Precedinyg Puye)

the qaaughter of one of . his
former teachers.

When Woerld War II broke
out in 1939, the French Gov-
ernment outlawed the Commu-’
nist party. Its principal lead-
ers, among them Giap, with-
drew to China. His wife, her-
self a party leader, remained
behind, and was arrested by
the French Security Police;
she died in prison in 1943.
Giap’s sister-in-law, also a mili-
tant, was guillotined. Giap’s
hostility toward France and
the French increased.

AT Tientsin in 1941, Ho Chi
Minh created the Vietminh
Front. Giap, at the age of 29
already reckoned one of the
most brilliant members of the
party, was given the task of
organizing the first rebel un-
derground groups. He succeed-
ed admirably. After the Japa-
nese surrender in 1945, the
Vietminh seized power at
Hanoi, and Giap became Min-
ister of the Interior in Ho Chi
Minh’s first Government. With
~ the final rupture between
France and Vietnam in Decem-
~ ber, 1946, Giap was appointed
Commander in Chief of the
young Vietnamese Army.
- It was an overwhelming
task, but he felt his way,
~ learning his profession at the
- same time as practicing it.
. By the end of 1953, he felt
~ he was ready. The French had
" made the mistake of concen-
. trating their best troops in the
. hollow punch bowl of Dienbien-
" phu, much too far from their
~ bases, Giap weighed the risks,
| then decided to throw his en-
. tire force into the battle—and
won. | |
' To-a journalist asking him
to sum up his theories of war,
 he replies: “The essential is to
- have a workable politico-mili-
" tary doctrine.” His system is
" not original. He has taken the
' main -points from the works
of Mao Tse-tung. Mao him-
self borrowed largely from a
Chinese general of ahout 500
B.C., Sun-tzu. Giap has assem-
| bled these disparate elements
into one coherent whole, easy
to understand, and has ham--
mered them deeply into the
political and mxhtary.:, cadres
‘of his cosmtry L

| IN a book publishied in Hanol
in 1961, the Vietminh com-
~manding general explained his
theories. "~'Basically, every-
~ thing comes from the people.
Nothing is possible without its :
cooperation. The army should
not be a body separated: from
the population. The two should
_be intimately associated. It is_
the famous- idea of- the guer-*'.
“rilla as'a “fish in the water"_-
touse Mao's. phrase :

Wlthout .the elvil popula.—
tlon, wntes Glap, “we shall
have no information. We shall.’
“be: able ‘neither “to; preserve._::.
‘gecrecy; . nor carry “out rapid -
movements The peoplei_;_:_
suggests stratagems and-acts
- as:. gmde. It fmds Tiaison - of--
ﬁcers ‘hides . us,- protects our -
actmtles. feeds us and tends-,:;
our WOUR! R o

Commentmg on the opera 1;‘_

{ Coutmuo:l tm Foumoiag Page }
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(Ocmtmued _from Preceding Page}
L tmns ‘against the- French, he'_
_says: “Thanks to the exnstence._ :
-of party .cells in all parts’of.
“the country, partisans were to

""'be found ‘ everywhere. .

" ‘the enemy’s rear, ‘our m'egu- :
-lars forced-him to split up his -
. forces, wearing him out and
".___brmgmg him to a sta.ndstill
~-in places spemfica.lly chosen to-
-gllow  our- extremely mobile
troops to come up and wipe”
him out. These partisans turned -
 the enemy's rear into our ad--
~ vance posts and thus providedf

guerrilla bases as spring-

boards for the attacks or our

regular umts "

IN‘ Vletnam a regu]ar Com-

. munist unit never operates

~ “uncovered.” It acts only in

- seotors already “softened up,”

where the population has been-
- taken firmly in hand by politi-
cal commissars, stiffened by

guerrilla, troops recruited in
the same villages and ready
Yo intervene brutally at the
least sign of treachery — or

even lukewarmness — on the
part of the inhabitanis, It is

a sealed-off universe . into

which the enemy has the

greatest difficulty penetrating.
The chief difficulty of the war
“in Indochina is that in sectors

under Vietminh eontrol 1t is

practically . nnpossible to get

‘--gmformatmn, ,
*  For the populatmn to coop—

~‘erate efficiently with. theaxemy-
" it must do so of its- own free |
“will. This is essential ‘The peo-
- ple must -never be coerced —
" at least at the “outsét. They .
- must first be convmced——“edu—' |
‘j_ca.t ,’ as the Marxists say )

THE work of “softening up” .
begins with the visit of special- -
1y trained political commis-
‘sars, who explain to the popu-..
- lation - of -the -village what is
‘expected of it. They carefully
‘avoid threatening any who are
- refractory. The object of the
operation is to win the assent

of the majority of the inhabi-

‘tants gradually. Only then are
- methiods of terrer employed.
. Fortified by the support of -

the majority, the Vietminh

officials will ask the pecple
'to indicate the “traitors” and

enemy agents among them.
“Assassination
are then entrusted with carry-

ing out executions, Following

this, the guerrillas are re-
cruited. At this stage, the vil-
lage has become a new Com-

munist base, capable of bring-

committees”

DlENBIERPﬂU—-—A Vietminh piison_er du_c':il'xr,uit_de—l:-,ﬁfe during Giap“s final battle ‘with the French.

mg effective aid to the regular

‘units. |
| The Vletminh army corps is
‘divided into.three classes. Giap

defines them like this: “The

task of the regulars is to car-
ry on a war of movement over

a wide theater of -operations,
in order to wipe out the ene-

my’s main forces. The regionai
troops operate in their own’

localities and insure the co-
ordination of tasks between

the regulars and the guerril-

las. The guerrillas defend their
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own villages, take a hand jn
production and join the regular
and regional forces to prepare
for and then engage in battle.”

- Within the army, iron disci-
pline is imposed on the men.
The object is always identical:
to maintain complete agree-
ment between the people and
the troops.

Every Vietminh combata_nt
takes an “oath of honor,” sev-
eral points of which concern
relations with the population.
Everything is thoroughly

worked out, He must not enter
a house without the owner's
consent; he must sweep and
clean the» place where he has
been living. He may not share
the inhabitants’ food if doing
so would make them go short.

Another essential prin-
ciple of Giap’s doctrine can
be stated as follows: “War:
must pay.” As he sees it, the
principal virtues of a military
chief are, in order, intelli-
gence, initiative, the offensive
spirit, resolution, secrecy, ra-



pidity and perfect execution.

“Intelligence,” writes Giap,
“consists of avoiding the ene-
my’'s strong points so as to

aftack his weak ones . ., . not
to continue the baftle uniess
success is certain. . . . One

must keep in mind that the
main object of a campaign is
the destruction of the enemy’s
main forces and that, in con-
sequence, one must avoid suf-
fering losses by trying to
hold one’s ground at alil costs.
Our troops must never be
wasted merely for the sake of
the defense or the occupation
of territory. . . .”

The spirit of inifiative “con-
sists of always trying to make
contact with the enemy withe
ouf waiting for him to contact
us. If he wants rapid action,
force him to slow down, If he
wants to rest his men, compel
him to fight. If he wants fo
take one particular road,
“oblige him to take severai—
all this with the object of de-
stroying him detachment by
detachment.”

ANYONE who has fought
in revolutionary war- knows
how difficult an army organ-
jzed on Western lines finds

this type of warfare. There

is a deeply hidden reason for
this, according to Giap, and

Western leaders can do noth-

ing about it. It is what he
calls “the contradiction of the
aggressive colonial war.”

“This war,” he writes, “can

have only one objective—the

occupation and the subjection

of the country., The nature
and the very aim of the cam-

paign he is conducting oblige
the enemy fto split up his
forces so as to be able to oc-

cupy the invaded territory.
During the war against the
French . . . the enemy was
thus faced with a contradic-
" tion: It was impossible for him
to occupy the. invaded terri-
tory without = dividing his
forces. By their dispersal, he

created difficulties for himself.

His scattered units thus be-
came an easy prey for our

troops and his mobile forces

- dwindled more and more.

- “While .the French Army
became more and more spread

“out each day, the revolution- :

Ary army on ‘the “one hand

continued to extend the guer-
rilla war, and on the other
carried on the ceaseless task-

of concentrating regular units.

So we- progressed from inde-
‘pendent companies to mobile
. battalions, then to- bngadesl

| - and dmmons.”'- |

THIS pmture of the warf
- against the Freach. “Expedi- -
.. tionary Force is - apphcable__'_-
- ..point by pomt to the present .
. gituation - in - South Vietnam. *
' Giap's essentlal princxples are‘-
o bemg apphed in the field.: -
L Fnrst, ‘the Communist forces
. _have succeeded in- eoneentrat-
. ing . ‘their -formations. . “TWoO -
' _years- ago, the Vietcong was -
. operating on-a’platoon: ‘basis

- only. It reached the battahons

-,-l-stage last ‘year. Reeently,

- -there have been attacks by
.entlre bngades S

Second, the Commumsts con- -

trol the popuiation. The offi-
cial South Vietnamese authori-
ties have always maintained
that the population was reso-
lutely hostile to the Vietcong
and that it collaborated only
when forced to do so. This
theory does not bear examina-
tion.

AS long ago as 1960, special
Communist commando units
set about winning over the
peasants. They had two effec-
tive arguments. The first con-
siSted of telling the peasants:
“The régime is not working for
Vietnam but for the Ameri-
cans. We are struggling to
get rid of the Americans for
you; they are cocming here fo
replace the French.”

The second argument touched
the peasants on the raw. The
Vietcong said: “You are
working in the rice fields for
the benefit of rich landowners
who lead luxurious lives and
grow fat on the sweat of your
brows. Now these landowners
have fled to take refuge in the
cities. You no longer have to.
pay them rents, nor taxes to
the Saigon Government. The

1and is yours, If anyone comes

to disturb you, we will protect
you. In exchange, you must
give us your undivided assist-
ance.”

The result has been almost
total cleavage between the
Saigon Government and the
population. In spite of the
substantial help they are giv-
ing the Vietnamese Army and
their increasingly direct par-
ticipatlon in the operations,
the Americans have not suc-
ceeded in improving the posi-
tion.

IN his book “The People’s
War —the People’s Army,”.

General Giap explains that

military operations must al-
ways pass - through three
phases: first, the defensive,
durmg which the population -
is taken in hand, while leav-

ing the enemy in control of

‘the -main centers; second,
offensive - guerrilla warfare,

which obliges the enemy to
split up his forces; during this
pericd, the organization of
regular and local units is con-
tinued actively, on a battal-
ion and brigade scale; final- -

1y, the third phase, the “gen-

eral counteroffensive,” whose
object is to crush the enemy’s;;

main forces,

When: quened about - the_
present. situation -in. South

ZVietnam, - Giap -dodges the

question. He merely ‘says:

*“*The second war of. hberatmn

has begun.” . French mihtary'

_experts -calculate that it is

aemally in-its seeond phase—-;

-that of & generahzed guerrilla
~war.. It is'hardly -probable -
that Giap has the- ‘means- of
“starting the. “general eounter- -

offensrve” ‘before a eonsxder-ﬂ_-;

“able time; Yet it-must not be -
*_-forgotten that in 1954, theni
Vo Nguyen' Gnap launchedf{.'
'th'at ~“general . counteroffen- -
‘give” - of ‘which - Dienhiénphu -
was the result, the French and{*---'
i_-_;dn! not gwe hnn one chance_jf
jm a hundred of success -
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