
St. Antony’s Church,  Mathagal 
2006-08-27 
 

H.E. Mahinda Rajapakse, 
The President of Sri Lanka, Colombo 
 

Your Excellency, 
Disappearance of Rev. Fr. Jim Brown and his helper at Allaipiddy and Violations of Human Rights. 
 

We, the people of Mathagal are deeply disturbed and anxious about the fate of Rev. Fr. Jim Brown, the Parish Priest of 
Mandaitivu - Allaipiddy and his helper, Winceslaus Vimalathas, from Sunday, 20th of this month.  
 

They have disappeared after crossing the navy checkpoint at the entrance to go to Allaipiddy on a motor cycle. 
According to the navy point records, they are reported to have passed that point again on their way out at 2.10 pm the 
same day. However, we are disturbed that they have not been sighted by any one since that time and we are compelled 
to count them now as having disappeared under questionable circumstances in an area totally under the strict 
surveillance of the SL Navy unit stationed there.  
 

We do not have to furnish you with further details since we are aware, they have already been supplied to you by our 
Bishop and many sources interested in social justice and in their welfare. 
 

We have to point out that this is not an isolated incident but fourth in that same area since April 30th this year almost 
under similar circumstances and with the same Navy contingent in control of that area. The previous three are: 
a) The murder of an elderly man of 72 on 30 th April  
b) The massacre of 10 people including children in the night of May 13th 

c) Multi-barrel shelling of the church in which about 1000 people had taken refuge resulting in killing 20 people, 
wounding about 75 and destroying the church itself on Aug. 13th. 
 

We are disappointed to notice your lack of proper administrative action to stop such atrocities in spite of very many 
justice conscious parties appraising you about such events and about their background, You as the Executive President 
of this country, have positioned thousands of security personnel in the NE supposedly to provide security to us. It is a 
travesty of justice and an unpalatable truth that these same forces are directly or indirectly responsible for most of the 
abductions, extra judicial killings and disappearances of hundreds of innocent citizens. 
 

If you are really interested in finding out the truth, we appeal to you, to appoint an impartial Judicial Commission, 
consisting of respected Judges, to inquire and report on the above mentioned and the following specific incidents: 
• The killing of Parliamentarian Joseph Pararajasingam in the Batticaloa Cathedral during the Christmas Mass 2005 
• The killing of 5 youth at Trincomalee on 2006-01-02 
• The disappearance of 8 Temple helpers from a temple at Madduvil on 2006-05-07 
• The disappearance of a Hindu Priest of a Temple at Kaithady around the same time. and subsequent finding of his 

body partially buried at Vannathipalam  
• The killing of a whole family at Vankalai, Mannar on 2006-06-09 
• The attack on the refugees inside the Pesalai Church, and the killings at the seashore there on 2006-06-17 
• The killing of 17  INGO personnel at Muthur  
• The killing of social worker Mr. Sivamaharaja at Tellippalai early this week 
 

There is no reasonable purpose in appointing officers from security forces to conduct inquiries into incidents purported to 
have been committed by some among them. Surely laws have provided sufficient other avenues to help you to unearth the truth 
behind such grievous incidents affecting the Rights of a people and damaging the reputation of this Country.  
May we also point out that other interested local and international individuals, institutions and even Governments have 
requested you to adopt such an approach to halt the continuation of such atrocities.  
 

Entreating you to take firm action to reinstall a sense of Human Rights, 
Yours truly, 
(Sgd) Fr. A.C.Christopher,  
Parish Priest 
(On behalf of all 166, who took part in a silent prayer for these intentions today and signed this document) 
 
Copy to  His Holiness The Pope, The Apostolic Delegate in SL and the CBCSL 
 The Secretary General of the UN,   Hon. Prime Minister of India and  Other Diplomatic Missions in SL,  

HRC - Colombo, and the  Asian HR Commission,  
The Media 

 
 
 



Gdpj me;NjhdpahH Nfhtpy;> khjfy; 
2006-08-27 
 

fdk; rpwpyq;fh rdhjpgjp mtHfNs 
 

kz;iljPT-my;iyg;gpl;;bg; gq;Fje;ij mUl; gzp. [pk; gpwTZk; mthpd; cjtpahsH 
tpd;r];yh]; tpkyjhRk; my;iyg;gpl;bapy; fhzhkw;NghdJk; kdpjchpik kPwy;fSk; 
 
,k;khjk; 20k; ehspypUe;J Nkw;$wg;gl;l ,UtUf;Fk; NeHe;j fjpgw;wp khjfy; kf;fshfpa ehk; Mo; 
Jauj;jpYs;Nshk;. 
mtHfs; xU ce;JUspapy; my;iyg;gpl;bf;Fr; nry;tjw;F mjd; thapypYs;;s flw;gil tPjpj;jiliaf; 
fle;J nrd;wgpd; fhzhkw;NghAs;sdH. mNj tPjpj;jilg; gjpNtl;by; mtHfs; md;W gp.g. 2.10f;F 
ntspN;awpajhfg; gjpag;gl;bUg;gpDk;> mtHfis vtUNk mjd;gpd; fhztpy;iy. vdNt mq;F 
epiynfhz;bUe;j flw;gilf;FOtpdhpd; KOikahd> EZf;fkhd fz;fhzpg;gpypUe;j mg;gFjpapy; mtHfs; 
kHkkhdtpjj;jpy; fhzhkw;NghAs;shHfs; vd;Nw ehk; fzpf;fNtz;ba fl;lhaj;Jf;Fj; js;sg;gl;Ls;Nshk;. 
 
,it gw;wpa KOikahd tpguq;fs; vkJ MauhYk;> r%f ePjpapYk; ,tHfspYk; mf;fiwnfhz;l NtW 
gyuhYk; Kd;dNu jq;fSf;F mDg;gg;;gl;Ls;sjhy;> mtw;iw ehKk; k Pz;Lk; vOjj;Njitapy;iy vd 
vz;ZfpNwhk;. 
 
,J xU jdp epfo;ty;y. khwhf> 2006-04-30d; gpd; ,Nj flw;gilf; FOtpdhpd; fl;Lg;ghl;bd; fPOs;s ,g; 
gFjpapy; ,Nj tpjkhd #oypy; epfo;e;j 4tJ epfo;thFk; 
Vidaitahtd: 
• 72 mfitAila KjpatH 2006-04-30y; nfhy;yg;gl;lik 
• Nk 13k; ehs; ,uT Foe;ijfs; cl;gl 10 Nghpd; nfh^uf;nfhiy 
• Vwj;jho 1000 NgH jQ;rkile;Js;s Myaj;jpd;kPJ gy;Foy; jhf;Fjy; elj;jp 20 NgH nfhy;yg;gl;L 

fpl;lj;jl;l 75 NgH fhag;gLj;jg;gl;L NfhtpYNk KOjhf mopf;fg;gl;lik 
 
ePjp czHTs;s kpfg;gyH ,g;gbahd epfo;Tfs; gw;wpAk; mtw;wpd; gpd;dzp gw;wpAk; jq;fSf;Fj; 
njhpag;gLj;jpAk;> ePq;fs; mtw;iw epWj;Jtjw;Fj; Njitahd rhpahd epHt hfr; nraw;ghLfs; vLf;fj; 
jtwpaijapl;L ehk; Vkhw;wkile;Js;Nshk;. ,e;ehl;bd; epiwNtw;wjpfhuq; nfhz;l rdhjpgjpahf> ePH> vkf;Fg; 
ghJfhg;G toq;fntd;w fhuzq;fhl;b> gy;yhapuf;fzf;fhd gilapdiu tlfpof;fpy; epWj;jpAs;sPH. Mdhy; 
E}w;Wf;fzf;fhd mg;ghtp kf;fs; ,q;Nf flj;jg;gLjy;> rl;lj;jpw;Fg; Gwk;ghff; nfhy;yg;gLjy;> 
fhzhkw;Nghjy; Mfpatw;wpy; kpf mjpfkhdtw;Wf;F ,Nj gilapdHjhd; NeubahfNth my;yJ 
kiwKfkhfNth nghWg;G vd;gJ frg;ghd cz;ikAk; ePjpiaj; jphpGgLj;Jk; epiyg;ghLkhFk;.  
 
mry; cz;ikia mwpa cq;fSf;F cz;ikahfNt MHtkpUe;jhy;> Nkw; Fwpg;gplg;gl;l epfo;Tfs; gw;wpAk;> 
fPo; Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;sit gw;wpAk; ePjp tprhuiz elj;jp > mwpf;if rkHg;gpf;FkhW> kjpg;G kpf;f 
ePjpgjpfisf;nfhz;l gf;frhHgw;w xU ePjp tprhuiz Mizf;FOit epakpf;FkhW Ntz;LfpNwhk;. 
• 2005 fpwp];J gpwg;Gj; jpUg;gyp Neuk; kl;lf;fsg;Gg; Nguhyaj;jpDs; ehlhSkd;w cWg;gpdH Nahrg; 

guuhrrpq;fk; nfhy;yg;gl;lik 
• 2006-01-02y; jphpNfhzkiyapy; 5 ,isQH nfhy;yg;gl;lik 
• 2006-05-07y; kl;Ltpy; ,e;Jf;Nfhtpypy; gzpahw;wpa 8 cjtpahsHfs; fhzhkw;Nghdik 
• mNjfhyg;gFjpapy; ifjb ,e;Jf;Nfhtpy;; IaH fhzhkw;NghdikAk; gpd;G mthpd; cly; 

tz;zhj;jpg;ghyj;jbapy; Fiwaha;g; Gijgl;Lf; fz;Lgpbf;fg;gl;likAk; 
• 2006-06-09y; kd;dhH tq;fhiyapy; xU KOf;FLk;gk; nfhy;yg;gl;lik 
• 2006-06-17y; Ngrhiy Myaj;jpDs; jQ;rkile;NjhHkPJ jhf;FjYk; md;Nw mNj flw;fiuapy; 

nfhiyfSk; elj;jg;gl;lik 
• %J}hpy; 17 gd;dhl;L cjtp epWtdj; jd;dhHtj; njhz;lH gLnfhiy 
• ,t;thu Kw;gFjpapy; njy;ypg;gisapy; r%fNritahsH rptkfhuhrh nfhy;yg;gl;lik  
 
ghJfhg;Gg;gilapdH rpyuhNyNa epfo;j;jg;gl;ljhff; fUjg;gLgitgw;wp tprhuiz elj;Jtjw;F 
ghJfhg;Gj;jug;ghiuNa gzpg;gjpy; vt;tpj epahaG+Htkhd gaDkpy;iy. xU kf;fspd; chpikfisAk; ehl;bd; 
kjpg;igAk; jhf;Fk; ,g;gbahd ghuJ}ukhd epfo;Tfisg;gw;wpa cz;ikia ntspf;nfhzu cjTtjw;F> 
rl;lq;fspy; Nghjpa msT khw;Wtopfs; epl;rakhf cs;sd. 
 
,g;gbahd nfhLikfs; njhlHtij epWj;j ,g;gbahd jpwe;j> eLepiy mZFKiwfisf; ifahSk;gb 
,tw;wpy; MHtKs;s cs; ehl;L. gd;dhl;L jdp egHfs; epWtdq;fs;> muRfSNk jq;fisf; 
NfhhpAs;sijAk; Rl;bf;fhl;l tpUk;Gfpd;Nwhk;. 
 
kdpj chpik czHit kPz;Lk; epiyepWj;j cWjpahd nraw;ghl;il Kd;ndLf;f Ntz;bepw;Fk; 
jq;fs; cz;ikAs;s 
(Xg;gk;) mUl;gzp. V.rp.fpwp];Njhg;gH> gq;Fj;je;ij 
(,d;W ,f;fUj;JfSf;fhf mikjpg; gpuhHj;jidapy; gq;Fgw;wp ,jpy; xg;gkpl;l 166 kf;fs; rhHghf) 
  
gpujp:  jpUj;je;ij>  ,yq;ifapy; mthpd; gpujpepjp > MaH rq;fk; 
 I.eh. nghJr; nrayH> ,e;jpag; gpujkH> Vida ntspehl;Lj; J}jufq;fs; 
 nfhOk;G k.c. Mizf;FO> Mrpa k.c. Mizf;FO 
 njhlHG rhjdq;fs; 
 


