
 

Genocide Patterns in Cambodia and Sri Lanka 

 

Criteria    Cambodia   Sri Lanka 

Genocide Period   1975-1979   2006-2009 

Before or After genocide  civil war 1979-1997  civil war 1983-2005 

Genocide ended by   Vietnam invasion  defeat of Tamil Tigers 

Perpetrators     Khmer Rouge regime  Rajapaksa regime 

Lead Players    (1) Pol Pot   (1) Mahinda Rajapaksa 

(2) Ieng Sary [kin of (1)]        (2) Gota Rajapaksa [kin  

          of (1)] 

Religion of perpetrators   Buddhism   Buddhism 

Victims     Cambodian peasants,  ethnic Tamil peasants, 

      Cambodian intellectuals Tamil intellectuals 

Number killed     1.7 million (estimate)  <100,000 (estimate) 

Religion of victims     Buddhism             Hinduism & Christianity 

Major patron of perpetrator    China    China 

Major sponsor(s) of perpetrator   USA    USA, EU, Pakistan 

Minor sponsor of perpetrator    Thailand   India 

American Presidents during the events Gerald Ford (Rep) +        George W.Bush (Rep) +  

   Jimmy Carter (Dem) Barrack Obama (Dem) 

Nobel Peace Prize for inactivity    2002 for Jimmy Carter       2009 for Barrack Obama 
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