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REFERENCE;

Geneva, 13 February 2015

Dear Mr, President,

- After careful consideration, I would like to recommend that the Human Rights
Council requests OHCHR to continue its follow-up to Resolution 25/1 and that the
Council defers, for one time only, its consideration of my comprehensive report on the
implementation of the resolution to the 30™ session of the Human Rights Council.

My request is based on the changmg context in Sri Lanka, and the s1gna[s of
broad cooperation I have received from the Government, as well as the possibility that
new information will become available for the report.

T am attaching a letter I received today from the Foreign Minister of Sri Lanka,
H. E. Mr, Mangala Samaraweera, which sets out the Government’s commitments on
advancing reconciliation, accountablhty and human rights in Sti Lanka including a
request for a deferral to the 30" session.

Please accept, Mr. President, the assurances of my highest 0011sidération.

Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein
High Commissioner for Human Rights

H.E. Mr, Joachim Riicker
President
Human Rights Council



13 February 2015

H.E. Zeid Ra'ad Al Hussain .

UN High Commissionse for Human Righis

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Geneva _

Excsllency,

It is & pleasure for me to remain engaged with you personally and fo work closs
you at a fime when, based on the mandsie received by the new Govermment headed by
President Maithripala Sirdsena, Sri Lanka is renewing its partnership with the worlg
communily inciuding international organisations.

As you are aware, the current Govemnmernt was elected on the promise of creating &
new political culture based on consensus-basisd politics o achieve important objectives

- such as strengthening democracy and democratic instituions, good. governancs, the
rule of law, reconciliation and creating & just and indlusive sociely. These objsctives and
more that have been sel ouwt in the 100 Day Programme of the Govemment are
currently in the process of baing implemented with & fitr resaive to build a pastalul Sri
Lanka whers tha human rights of all are protected. The Government recognizes that this
process is assential for the country and iis pomidation to reach thelr full potentisl

President Sirisens hes mentioned this In severs! impurtant speeches including in his
remarks on 4 Felbruary 2015, the Independence Day of 8 Lanka. He recognized the
- nesd for healing and uniting the minds of people being important components of the
meconciliation process. The new Sovernment also look the importard sten of
acknowledging that certain ingidents ook place during the conflict perod and issued a
‘Declaration of Peace’ which was read out in sl Hree principle languages on that day.
The Declaration, while paying respects to all citizens of sil ethnicities and religions who
st their lives due to the tragic conflict, cormmitied the Government fo ensurs that never




-Action will be teken In Padigment this month on the passags

L

again wilt the country be allowsd to be tsumatized by the shedding of blood of b
Citizans, _

As & first step in strengthening civilien administration in the former conflict afficted
provinces, the Govermment, soon after s election, replaced the mifilary Sovernors in

the Northern and Eastern Provinces with respected sx-senior civil servants,

Upholding freedom of expreasion, all restrictions on media personnel wers immediately
discontinued. All nows websites that were blocked were immadiately unblocked. All
foreign media parsonnel who wish to visit 8r Lanka are now welcome o do o and
travel to and report from eny part of the country, freely, without fear or infimidation. The

Government has also extended an open invilation 1o all medie parsonmsl ing in sxlle
to retum to the courdry. ' .

Demonstrating its commitment to engage actively with civil society and the human rights
community including human rights activists, the NGO Secretariat was shifted away from

- the purview of the Ministry of Defence and placed under the Ministry of Policy Planning

and Economic Affairs. The Governmant has commenced active and close cooperation
with clivil soclety including with intermational hurman rights LHOUDS,

‘ ge of the Assistance and
Protection o Viclims end Witnesses Bill. The enactment of the Right to Information Act
and the National Audit Act are currently being worked on for implementation within 108
days, o ! _ :

Nevessary amendments to the Constitution are being drafied fo irangfer axacutive
powers exercised by the Presitent to the Prime Minister, the Cabinst of Ministers snd o
Pariament. . Action in this reqard & to be isken in Parfiament within 100 days.
Legistation 1o repeal the 18" Amendment to form a Constituional Counedl to establish
independerit Commissions for appolntments to the Judiclal Service, Police, Public
Bervice, Elections, Bribery anél Corruption, and National Humen Highte Commissions ig

being drafted. Action on this will alse be taken in Parflarment within 100 days.

High Becurity Zones are being reviewad. While this process s undarway, cerlain lamis
in the Northern and Eastern provincess have already been identified for releass o the
paople in these areas. e _

As you are aware, Exallancy, item 93 of the 100 Day Programme manifesto of President
Sirlsena states the following: _
~ “Bince Sri Lanka is nol a signaiory to the Rome Statule regarding infermational
- jurisdiction with regard fo war crimes, ensuting justice with regard to such
matters will be the business of national independent judiclal machanisms.”

 President Sirisena's decisive victory at the elecion held on & January 2015, therefors,

allows the new Govemnmaent to set up the necessary domestic mechaniems required to



investigate into incidents and where sufficient evidence is svallable, condust criminal
prosecution. :

As | explained during my inferaction with you, sithough the new Goverrment i§ just 33
days old, discussions are already underway on the kind of domestic maecheanism that
should be put in place and the nature of asgistance that would be required from your
office and other international partners. Wiile the Government is committed, as
‘undertaken in the election manfesto, to set up a credible domestic mechanism, the
relevant preambular provisions in Resolufion 25/1 to ensure accouniability, serve justice
and provide remedies to victims will be taken into sctount

The Government looks forward to working with you and vour office to develop this
mechaniam and oblain technical assistance. : ' \

in keeping with my lefier dated 7 February 2015 invifing you o visit 5 Lanka, 1 look
forward to recelving you in Colombo at an early epportunity welt before the 30™ Sesaion
of the Human Rights Council. ‘ , -

The Government will also invite the Working Groun on Enforced and iﬁ#ﬁluﬁwy
Disappearances at an sarly opporiunity before the 30" Session of the Counail and also
invite relevant Spacial Procedure Mandate Holders on & needs-based sarly opporiunity,

Py

The Govermnment will commence an immediate distogue with the sgnmgi s&a@mﬁw on
truth, justice, reparations and gusrantess of non-recumence with a view to sesking his -
advice 88 necessary including extending an invitation at an appropriate time.

As explained during my discussion with you and in this lefter, the Governivent, although
ordy just over & month old, has slready laken a seriss of sleps o ensure freadom of
exprassion, assembly and movement, and protect end safeguard the human rights of all
citizens as already menifested and widsly acknowledged by the intemutional
cormunity, _ ' '

Ag you would recognize, the Government of Sti Lanks will mzézzs‘r& fime to el up the
- domestic mechanisms required a8 indicated shove. Therefore, the Covemnment
respaciiully requests the following:

{(a) the R@f@ﬁ of the OHCOHR Investigation on Sd Lanka (OI8L) to be presented at
the 30" Bession of the Human Rights Counill so that #e contenis can be taken
irdo acoount by the domestic invastigetive and fudicis! mechanisms once thay are
sel up by the Government in accordance with its commitments to the pubiic.

(b} the Human Rights Council
28" Bession,

does rot formally discuss the 5ri Lanka situation at its

Exvallency, | look forward to attending the High-level Sagment of the 285 Sesslon of the
Human Rights Councll in Geneva. In my statement to the High-Jevel Segment on 2

#



March 2015, 1 will brief the Councll of the progress Sr Lanka hes been making on all
aspects retated to human rights since the election of the new Governrment. '

Falso look forward to meeting you to discuss matters further during my visil.

Please accept Excellency. the assurances of my bighest consideration.




