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MEMORANDUM TO THE MEMBER COUNTRIES OF THE DEVELOPMENT. . .
ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE OF THE ORUANISATION FOR ECONOMIC

COOPERATION & DEVELOPMENT, AND MULTILATERAL AID AGENCIES

The civil conflict in Sri Lanka between the two nationalities of the Ialand, the Sinhslese
pseple and the Tamil people , has bean cscalarving since 1983, and has now reached = rew

peak of intensity.

The consequence of this brutal war has been gross violation of human rights of its cliizens,-

destruction of it8 societies, damage to itg infrastructure, retardation of its economic progress
and Aevelopment This has created a larga refugee problem af both internally angd externsily
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independent organiesdons for hwnen rights aod buesoiiarian assistanrce hevo reparted
cxtensively about conditions in Sei Lanka and there is international awareness on the plight

and ﬁ-uﬂ'ﬁnnb of its gitizendy, - The impast of this angsing aivil war o the essial and sesramis
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pursuing a military selution to resolve the national conflict. The size of the military and the

defence expenditure, direct and indirect, have ingreasad enormously since 1983. The increase
in defence expenditure as a percentage of total expenditure over the years is striking . Cven
more glaring is the increase in foreign aid. 7There is an obvious correlation between the
ingrease in Foreign Aid and Defence Expenditure over tie same period,
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In 1983 the defenca budget of the Country was 8 meagrc USS 76m Tepresenting only 4% of
the of the total budget , and the defénce perronnal was around 10,000,  Whereaas , in 1994
the defence spending has spiralled to USS 775m representing  almest 2094 of the toul
budger with a military strength of aver 120,000. These figures do not accouat for indirecr
defence related  expenditure.

The national rescurces are wasted in war cffort at the expense of essential activitics such ay
education, health » industrial and infrastructure development., which are starved of much
needed funds . Due 1o unprecedented levels of increasing current account deficits over the
yeoars. external debt too has increased to unacceptable levels as a peroentage of the GNP

Incerestingly, the foreign aid commitmems to Sri Laaka in 1983 was USS 355m, whereas the
amourt pledged in Paris on April 1995 was a3 high as USS 850m . 1t appears that the

total defence expenditure of the S Lankan Government in 1996 would be equivalent to the
total foreign aid. In effect the Donor Countries to a farge sxtent woutd be undcrwriting this
inhumane and destructive war effort

To us the Tamil People the response of the international community to the mounting
tragedy in Sri Lanka and the plight of its people seams at best, muted, and at worst, cynical.
What inducement or incentive is there for the Sri Lankan Government to seek a negotiated
political settlement with the LTTE on behalf of the Tamil People?

There is recognition by the international comumunity that the conflict in 8r Larka i
essentially political and that thers should be a fegotiated political solution. Successive Sri
T.ankan Governments, including the present one, have demonstrated that they do not have the
capacity to resalve this conflict via political means. They need persupsion and
encowragement (o seck a political settlement. Member  countries in the Development
Asgsistance Committee of the OFECD  have offered their good offices to facilitate talls
between the warring parties towards this end,

Recantly at an  international conference held in Bergen, sponsored by the Norwepgian
Minisiry of Foreign Affhirs the LTTE spokesman expressed (ts position thug * the curren:
situation demonstrates, that a negotiated ssttlement may become feasible vnly with wctive
participation of the Imemational Community, The rationale is that th_e distrust between the
two parties is too deep, as such effective communication is impoegible in the absence of
international mediation.” The LTTE hes also repeatedly announced s willingness to
"conyider a political arrangement short of an independent state”. Nao serious attempts have
been made by the Intermational Cormmunity to bring the warring parties to the table.
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The Donor Countries through their aid program, have the clout and capacity to, persuade
Sri Lanka to accept internationa! mediation and seek a negotiated political settlement. They
by supplying aid to Sri Lanke without any preconditions, and an internationally supervised
peace process in place , would be abetting Sri Lanka in ita strategy in using the peace process
ad & INdENanent 1o condust war on the Tamil People. Thia ic o moral nnd humamntasinn
responsibility from which ihe Donor Countries cannol abdicate,
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Dr. N Satchithsnanthan J. K. Karan
General Secretary. Sccrezary.
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