
GENERAL  
    JAGATH JAYASURIYA

MILITARY CAREER

DIPLOMATIC 
APPOINTMENTS

Allegations that Jagath 
Jayasuriya in his role 
as Chief of Defence Staff 
attempted to mobilise the 
military to interfere 
in the January 2015 
presidential elections 
under the guise of 
providing security. 
A memo is leaked, 
reportedly signed by 
Jagath Jayasuriya in 
December 2014, laying 
the ground for the 
army to step in for 
security duty during the 
electioneering7. There is 
no comment in response 
from Jayasuriya.

JUNE  
Jagath Jayasuriya retires 
from the Sri Lankan Army.

JULY  
Media reports allege 
Jagath Jayasuriya  
is denied a US visa8 
because of his role in 
the civil war.

Appointed 
Chief of 
Defence Staff 
of the Sri 
Lankan Army6.

Promoted to 
General.
 

15 JULY
Appointed 19th 
Commander of the 
Sri Lankan Army.

Promoted to 
Lieutenant General.

7 AUGUST2 – 15 JULY 2009: 
Commander, Vanni Security 
Force HQ, (also known as 
“Joseph Camp”) with overall 
command of offensives in 
the final war during 2008-
9 in the Vanni region of 
Northern Sri Lanka.

As Army Commander, Jagath 
Jayasuriya appoints a 5 
member initial fact finding 
inquiry to look into (a) 
civilian casualties in the 
final phase of the civil war 
and (b) to investigate the 
Channel 4 TV station video 
of executions of naked  
bound Tamils by soldiers3. 
The inquiry exonerated  
the military in terms of  
its overall conduct of the 
war4 but never reported 
back on the allegations of 
summary excutions5.

NOTE 
This is Jagath Jayasuriya 
commissioning an inquiry 
into his own conduct as 
commander. Moreover at least 
4 of the 5 members of the 
inquiry into the war were 
themselves actively involved 
in its conduct and  
therefore had serious 
conflicts of interest.
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Jagath Jayasuriya 
was appointed Sri 
Lanka’s Ambassador 
in August 201512 and 
arrived in November 
2015 with his  
wife Manjulika13.

Jagath Jayasuriya 
presented  
his credentials  
in Colombia on  
16 Feb 201710.

Sri Lanka, May 2009: Jagath Jayasuriya is wearing 
a black beret. On his right is Shavendra Silva 
(58 division commander) and on Silva’s right is 
Jagath Dias (57 division commander).

Jagath Jayasuriya 
is accredited  
to Suriname and  
met the Minister  
of Defence  
in June 20169.

Ambassador Jagath 
Jayasuriya attended 
the inauguration 
ceremony of the 
Peruvian President 
in Lima on  
28 July 201611.  

Accredited in

Jayasuriya 
presented  
his credentials to 
the then president 
Dilma Rousseff,  
the President 
of Brazil at 
the President's 
Palace (Palace of 
Planalto)  
in Brasilia14.

SHAVENDRA SILVA

JAGATH JAYASURIYA

JAGATH DIAS

Commander
52 Division

Security 
Force 
Commander 
Jaffna

“I am prepared to  
investigate allegations, 
specific allegations…  
I don’t want to sweep 
anything under the rug.”

JAGATH JAYASURIYA (2011)1



COMMAND 
    	 RESPONSIBILITY

ARMY CHAIN OF COMMAND  
(JUNE 2008 – MAY 2009) 

COMMANDER IN CHIEF
President Mahinda Rajapaksa  
(Head of the Executive Branch)

SECRETARY OF DEFENCE
Gotabaya Rajapaksa  
(President’s Brother) 

ARMY COMMANDER
General Sarath Fonseka  
(Highest Ranking Army Officer)

SECURITY FORCE COMMANDERS: 
1.Vavuniya, Major General Jagath Jayasuriya20

2.Jaffna. Maj Gen MCMP Samarasinghe
 
Division Commanders
Brigade Commanders 
Company Commanders 
Platoon Commanders
Section Commanders
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“To his credit, General 
Jagath Jayasuriya has been 
actively engaged in the 
overall military planning and 
operations in the Wanni”. 
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TIME FRAME
 
The allegations of war crimes and crimes 
against humanity made against General 
Jagath Jayasuriya relate to the period 
of 7 August 2007 to 14 July 2009 when he 
was the Commander of the Vanni Security 
Force in the Vanni Region of Northern 
Sri Lanka16.

HIS ROLE

As the Vanni Security Force Commander, 
Jagath Jayasuriya had overall command of 
offensives in the final stages of the Sri 
Lankan conflict in 2008-2009 in the area 
known as the Vanni and was responsible 
for coordinating the attacks in the final 
war zone17. 

“As the Security Forces 
Commander Vanni, the entire 
northern operation was 
conducted in the tactical 
area of responsibility that 
came under my command. I was 
actively involved in the 
ground operations executing 
the directives from Army 
Headquarters and the Ministry 
of Defence from the very 
inception of the north 
humanitarian operations, 
starting from Mannar in 2007, 
right up to the very end, May 
18, 2009”.

JAGATH JAYASURIYA18 

“I was based in Vavuniya and 
saw the entire picture of 
war, practically of course 
the General Officer Commanding 
will know exactly what they 

did, but overall I know and 
was responsible for the 
conduct of the whole thing…”.

JAGATH JAYASURIYA19

ALLEGED CRIMES

Jagath Jayasuriya is alleged to bear 
individual criminal responsibility as 
commander for the following war crimes 
and crimes against humanity that were 
committed by the military units under 
his command during the conflict:

•	 Torture and sexual violence in 
Joseph Camp. 

•	 Extensive and serious violations 
of international humanitarian law 
including attacks on protected 
persons and objects and murder. 

•	 Disappearances and extrajudicial 
killings at the end of the war 
(“White Flag” surrenders).

Civilians were subjected to 
indiscriminate shelling attacks, 
enforced displacement, shortage of 
water, food and medical materials and 
adequate shelter. Divisions directly 
subordinated to Jagath Jayasuriya were 
key to executing the Vanni offensive.
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