Table: Major Health Related Issues faced by MGR during his Life

Date Age (yr) Health-related Issue recuperation and resolution
1929 ~12 cholera infection-related diarrhea at  recovered after 15 days
Velore; fainted at stage while
Performing
late 1920s ~10-12  scorpion bite, during the period in resolved without any
Boy’s drama troupe serious consequences.
1942 25 one week fever and body pain with resolved naturally without
listless feeling, during the shooting of any consequences.
‘Thamil ariyum Perumal’ movie, for
a bit role.
mid 1940s- from 25 childlessness this issue remained a serious
1950s mid 40s life time worry for MGR
1947 30 unusual hanging accident, during escaped from life threat
the shooting sequence of ‘Rajakumari’ due to preventive action
movie. taken by those assembled
nearby.
1959 42 broke left leg at knee joint in a recuperation period after
June 16 fighting scene when actor surgery lasted months;
Kundumani (~90 kg) fell on body wt increased to
MGR, at a stage play held in ~1651b (75 Kg)
Sirkazhi. MGR weighed ~150 Ib
(68.2 Kg)
1967 49 an assassination attempt with gun recuperation period after
Jan 12 (by fellow actor M.R. Radha), at surgery in neck for gun
his own residence in Chennai. wounds, and rehabilitation

voice recovery for nearly
an year.
Contd.



1960s to 43-60  continuous decline of eye began wearing dark
1977 sight, due to exposure to strong spectacles continuously
strobe lights in shooting sequences since 1972, for public
, since 1935. This was a professional ~ functions.
hazard for first generation of cine

actors who played hero roles.

1980 63 an attempt on life inside a night escaped without injury
May train during election campaign, due to self precaution and
at Virudhachalam railway station. assistance from his

personal security team.

1984 67 admitted to Apollo Hospital, Chennai  recuperated after three
Oct 5 multiple issues caused by diabetes; months stay in New York.
Oct 7 suffered cerebral thrombosis,

Oct 13 suffered stroke, paralysis and coma.

Nov 5 MGR was flown to New York.

Dec 19 Kidney transplant surgery performed at

Down state Med Center, Brooklyn, New York.

Sources: For events up to 1972: ‘Naan Yaen Piranthaen’ autobiography vol. 1 and 2;
For events after 1972: R. Kannan — MGR: A4 Life (2017). K.P. Ramakrishnan —
MGR Oru Sagaaptham (2007). Dr H.V. Hande — Puratchi Thalaivar MGR
Marupiravi edutha Varalaru (2018).

This table was prepared by Sachi Sri Kantha, for Part 84 of his ‘MGR
Remembered’ series, November 2025.



